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Biography of Miss Elizabeth Sinith. 


Miss Exvizanetu Smits was born 
at Burnhall, near Durham, in De- 
cember, 1776. At a very early age, 
she discovered that docility,and men- 
tal application, which formed the dis- 
tinguishing traits of her character 
through life. At the infantine period 
of three years, she was accustomed 
to leave an elder brother, and young- 
er sister, to their sports, and hang 
over such volumes as a nursery li- 
brary contained, until she had pos- 
sessed herself of their contents. At 
four years old, she read extremely 
well, and with apparent reflection. 
Her talents revealed themselves even 
in the dawn of existence, and that 
time which is almost universally de- 
voted to trifling amusements, she 
employed in laying the foundation of 
a beautiful superstructure of knowl- 
edge and piety. At the age of thir- 
teen, she was well acquainted with 
the French and Italian languages— 
with Geometry, and several branches 
of the Mathematics, and became the 
preceptress of her sisters. In those 
accomplishments, which fashion an- 
nexes to a finished female education, 
she also excelled. For poetry she 
had a native fondness, and at every 
period of her lite, indulged in its 
composition, and distinguished her- 
self by her proficieacy in music, dan- 
cing, and drawing in perspective. 
Still, her greatest pleasure seemed to 
be derived from the silent hours of 
study, and her friends were often in- 
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duced to draw her from her books, 
lest her health should suffer from in- 
tense application. Her early youth 
was spent in affluence ; but a sudden 
and distressing reverse of fortune, 
overwhelmed her family, by the fail- 
ure of a bank, in which her father’s 
estate was invested. With unmur- 
muring submission, and the most 
cheerful fortitude, she yielded to the 
dispensation of the Almighty, and 
strove to become the comforter of her 
parents—particularly, the stay of her 
mother. 

The library which had afforded 
her such unspeakable delight, was to 
be resigned ; the endeared paternal 
residence to be abandoned ; and they, 
who had ever had it in their power to 
relieve others with unhesitating bene- 
volence, were for a time compelled 
to depend upon generosity for a home. 
Afterwards, the afflicted family fol- 
lowed to Ireland the regiment, in 
which their father had obtained a 
commission. ‘The most intimate com- 
panions of Elizabeth acknowledge 
that they could recollect no instance 
of her repining, at this deep and un- 
expected poverty, though it forced 
her to forsake her native country, 
and a circle of beloved friends, whose 
affections were interwoven with the 
strongest fibres of her heart. Her 
mother mentions in a letter, that 
“through all the inconveniences 
which attended our situation while 
living in the barracks, the firmness, 
and cheerful resignation of her mind, 
at the age of nineteen, made me blush 
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for the tear which too frequently 
trembled in my eye, at the recollec- 
tion of the comforts we had lost.” 

In the year 1800, they returned to 
England, with the design of estab- 
lishing themselves in a retired situa- 
tion, upon a system of the strictest 
economy. But neither the disadvan- 
tages of narrow resources, nor the 
interruptions of an unsettled life, 
could turn the mind of Elizabeth 
from the pursuit of knowledge: so 
true is it, that superior intellect will 
vanquish those obstacles,which to the 
multitude appear insuperable. With- 
out instruction, without a regular li- 
brary, often without a settled abode, 
she acquired the Spanish, German, 
Latin, Greek and Hebrew langua- 
ges ; and obtained no inconsiderable 
knowledge of Arabick, and Persick. 
She was, at the same time, says Mrs. 
Bowdler, “ a very fine musician ;” 
and those ladies who have devoted 
almost all the leisure of a whole life 
to this single accomplishment, will 
understand how much labour and ap- 
plication it involves, and perhaps feel 
surprize that one of their own sex 
should have power to unite with it, 
such proficiency in abstruse sciences. 
Miss Smith remarks that “ Study, to 
the mind, is what exercise is te the 
body ; neither can be aetive and vig- 
orous, without exertion. Therefore, 
if the acquisition of knowledge were 


not an end worthy to be gained, 
still study would be valuable on its 


own account, as tending to strength- 
en the mind ; just as a walk is bene- 
ficial to our health, though we have 
no particular object in view. And 
certainly, for that most humiliating 
mental disorder, the wandering of the 
thoughts, there is no remedy so efli- 
cacious as intense study. It is not 
learning that is disliked in females, 
but the vanity which generally ac- 
companies it. A woman’s learning 
is like the fine clothes of an upstart, 
who is anxious to exhibit the riches 
so unexpectedly acquired. The learn- 
ing of a man, is like hereditary rank, 


which, having grown up with him, 
and being in a manner interwoven 
with his nature, he is almost uncon- 
scious of possessing. One reason of 
this difference, is the scarcity of this 
commodity among females, which: 
leads every one who obtains a little, 
to fancy herself a prodigy. As the 
sum total increases, we may reason- 
ably hope that each will become able 
to bear her share with a better grace.” 

Miss Smith furnished an instance 
that it is possible for a woman to re- 
tain a fondness for literature, and 
even to become an adept in the sci- 
ences, without sacrificing the knowl- 
edge of domestic employments, or 
departing from those meek, humble, 
complying dispositions, which have a 
closer affinity with happiness, than 
the possession of the most splendid 
talents. “She made a gown or a 
cap,” says her biographer, “ with as 
much skill as she displayed in ex- 
plaining a problem in Euclid. or a 
difficult passage in Hebrew :—and 
nothing which she thought it right to 
do, was ever neglected. No young 
lady dressed with more elegant sim- 
plicity, and none could do ‘jt at less 
expense, for she paid particular at- 
tention to economy, when circum- 
stances rendered it proper.” In 
her knowledge, she was as modest as 
in every thing else, never presuming 
to be wise on a discovery, or judi- 
cious observation. Always simple, 
sweet, and innocent in her demean- 


our, she never gave herself an air of 


consequence, for genius, learning, or 
beauty, though she possessed them 
all. 


« Still unobtrusive, serious and meek, 


The first to listen, and the last to speak.”’ 


In company, she kept back se 


much, that some would be in danger 
of forgetting that she was there ; but 
when called on to speak, she did it 
so much to the purpose, so pleasing- 
ly, so unaffectedly, that one wished 
none to speak but herself.” The au- 
thoress of the Letter on Confirmea- 
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tion, says of her, “ she was perfectly 
feminine in her disposition, elegant, 
modest, gentle, affectionate ; nothing 
was neglected which a woman ought 
to know,—no duty omitted, which 
her situation in life required her to 
perform.” An ardent and rational 
piety, marked her character in its 
early developement, and by its sus- 
taining aid, she was enabled, at the 
age of 16, to renounce the charms of 
wealth, without a murmur. Extracts 
from some of her writings will shew 
the principles, by which she was sup- 
ported. 

““ When we contemplate the ways 
of Providence, we are like a person 
unskilled in painting, who looks at a 
half-finished picture: he is immedi- 
ately struck with the improper dispo- 
sition of light and shade, and thinks 
he shews his wisdom by finding fault 
with the whole plan; but let him 
wait till it is finished, and he will 
then be forced to acknowledge that 
every stroke has contributed to its 
perfection, and that what he once 
considered as defects, now appear 
among the chief beauties of the piece. 
Perhaps none but an artist equal to 
the painter of the picture, can, be- 
fore it is finished, imagine what ef- 
fect will be produced : unless, then, 
we can suppose the creature to be 
equal to the Creator, and the picture 
to rise up against the painter, let us 
not presume to call in question the 
ordinances of God, but wait till his 
plans are accomplished, when we 
shall be convinced that ‘ whatever is, 
is right.’ Is the capacity of man 
JSinite? Is God infinite? How can 
the finite comprehend the infinite ? 
—The Christian life may be com- 
pared to a magnificent column, 
whose summit always points to 
heaven. The innocent, and, there- 
fore, real pleasures of this world, 
are the ornaments on the pedestal,— 
very beautiful, and highly to be en- 
joyed when the eye is near, but which 
should not too long, or too frequently 
detain us from that just distance, 
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where we can contemplate the whole 
column, and where the ornaments on 
its base disappear. When I hear of 
a great and good character falling in- 
to some heinous crime, I cannot help 
crying, Lord! what am I, that I 
should be exempt? Oh! preserve 
me from temptation, or how shall I 
stand, when so many, my superiors, 
have fallen ?” 

The following extract reveals the 
deep humility, which was united with 
extraordinary attainments, and with 
a life of comparative innocence :— 

January Ist, 1798. 

“ Being now arrived at what are 
called years of discretion, and Jook- 
ing back on my past life with shame 
and confusion, when I recollect the 
many advantages I have enjoyed, 
and the bad use I have made of them, 
the hours I have squandered, and the 
opportunities of improvement I have 
neglected s—when I imagine what 
with those advantages I ought to be, 
and then find myself what I am, I am 
resolved to endeavour to be morc 
careful for the future, if the future be 
granted me: to try to make amends 
for past negligence by employing ev- 
ery moment I can command, to some 
good purpose—to endeavour to ac 
quire all the little knowledge tha: 
my nature is capable of on earth,— 
but to let the word of God be my 
chief study, and all others subservi- 
ent to it—to model myself as far as 
Iam able, according to the gospel of 
Christ—to be content while my trial 
lasts, and when it is finished, to re- 


joice, trusting in the merits of my Re- 


deemer. I have written these reso- 
lutions to stand as a witness against 
me, in case I should be inclined to 
forget them, and return to my former 
indolence and thoughtlessness, be- 
cause I have found the inutility of 
mental determinations. May God 
grant me strength to keep them.” 
The Almighty had appointed to 
this excellent, and lovely young wo- 
man, a short earthly date. She fell 
a victim to consumption, at the age 
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of 29 years. ‘The sufferings of her 
decline were endured with uncom- 
plaining sweetness, mild resignation, 
and tender attention to the accommo- 
dation of others. On the morning of 
the 7th of August, 1806, as she was 
preparing to dress, she laid her head 
upon the shoulder of her nurse— 
“* spoke not, looked not,”—and with 
a slight convulsion of feature, expir- 
ed. Gently, her pure spirit was dis- 
engaged from its frail tenement, to 
mingle with angels. Among ‘the 
manuscripts found after her death, 
were the following, which will afford 
some specimen of her indefatigable 
application. 

A complete Analysis of Homer’s 
Odyssey—Extracts from Quintus 
Curtius—Extracts from Maurice’s 
History of Indostan, and Bruce’s Tra- 
vels—Thirteen folio pages, closely 
written, containing nearly a thousand 
words, written in Hebrew, Arabick 
and Persick, to shew the resemblance 
between those languages—A great 
number of Greek words, with their 
signification—A collection of Welsh 
words—A collection of words from 
\frica, Mandingo, Foulah, Zangay, 
c.—Explanation of many of the 
proper names of Scripture—A col- 
lection of words from the Chinese— 


Explanations of the names of many 
stars, with their titles in Arabick, 
and other papers in that language— 
Extracts from Bartholiuus, in the Ice- 
landic tongue—An abstract of the 
contents of the Edda, &e. 

Miss Smith translated much from 
the German, especially the writings 
of Klopstock, which gave her great 
satisfaction. But the Hebrew, which 
like most of her other attainments, 
was the fruit of severe application, 
without the aid of instruction, fur- 
nished her with a source of the most 
exalted pleasure. In approaching 
the fountains of sublimity, which the 
Scriptures contain, her mind seemed 
to be at once clevated and refined. 
She translated parts of Genesis, ma- 
ny of the Psalms, chapters from the 
different Prophets, and the whole 
book of Job. ‘These were comple- 
ted with no reference to the public 


eye, but in conformity to her resolu- 


tion of devoting strict attention to the 
word of God. Her translation of the 
eleventh chapter of Genesis, was 
made when she was only 20 years 
of age. Perhaps, it may not be un- 


acceptable to give a specimen of 
these performances, in her manner of 


rendering the 2d of Jonah, and the 


3d of Habakkuk. 


JONAB’S PRAYER. 


‘** T call on Jehovah from my prison, 


And he will hear me ; 


From the womb of the grave I cry, 


Thou hearest my voice. 


Thou hast cast me into wide waters in the depths of the sea, 


And the floods surround me ; 


All thy dashing, and thy rolling waves 


Pass over me. 
And J said I, am expelled 
From before thine eyes ; 


Oh! that once more I might behold 


Thy holy temple ! 


Waters on ever side threaten my life, 


The deep surrounds me ; 
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Sea-weed is the binding* of my head ; 

{ am going down to the clefts of the mountains ; 
The earth hath shut her bars 

Behind me for ever. 

Yet wilt thou raise my soul from corruption, 
Jehovah, my God! 

In the fading away of my life 

1 think upon Jehovah ; 

And my prayer shall come unto him, 

ven to his temple. 

They, who serve false gods, 

forsake the fountain of mercy ; 

But I, with the voice of praise, 

Will sacrifice to thee. 

What I have vowed, I will perform, 
Salvation is Jehovah’s.” 


REMARKS ON THE THIRD CHAPTER OF HABAKKUK. 


* This chapter is an Ode, apparently intended to be sung by two persons 
or two companies. The first person represents the Prophet, foretelling 
what is to happen to the Jews. The second recounts the great works and 
deliverances, already performed by God, as reasons for trusting that he will 
again deliver his people. In the conclusi ion, both parts join in a chorus of 
praise. 

The first division of the chapter is a prediction of the coming of Christ. 
It is answered by a description of God’s actual appearance on Mount Sinai. 

The second, records evils impending on some neighbouring nations. An- 
swered by an account of the deluge and the ark saved on the waves. 

The third, is a threat of vengeance on the enemies of God. Answered 
by the judgments inflicted on Egypt, when the Israelites were brought out 
in safety. 

The fourth refers immediately to the threatened invasion by the Chalde- 
ans. ‘The answer is plain. I will yet trust in the Lord, who will at length 
deliver me from my enemies. The whole concludes with a chorus of praise. 


A SONG IN PARTS, BY HABAKKUK THE PROPHET, 
Upon Judgment, or Magnificent Works. 


1 


Jehovah! Ihave heard thy report, 

I have seen, Jehovah! thy work. 

In the midst of years thou wilt cause him to live ; 
in the midst of years thou wilt give knowledge ; 
in trembling, thou wilt cause to remember mercy. 


2 


The Almighty came from the South, 
The Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah. 


* The binding of the head was a preparatéon for buria! 
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His glory covered the heavens, 

And his splendour filled the earth. 

The brightness was as the light ; 

Rays darted from his hands, 

And from the cloud, the abode of his power. 
Before Him went the pestilence, 

And glowing fire came forth from his feet. 
He stood, and measured the earth ; 

He beheld, and explored the nations ; 
And the durable mountains burst asunder. 
The ancient hills fell down, 

His paths in days of old. 


1 


I have seen the tents of Cushan under affliction, 
The curtains of the land of Midian shake. 


2 


Was Jehovah incensed in the floods ? 
Truly, in the floods was thy wrath, 
Verily, in the waters thy fury ; 

But thou madest thy chariot of salvation to ride on the swilt ones, 
Then didst thou set to view thy bow, 
Thy pledge to the tribes for thy word. 
The floods ploughed vallies in the earth, 
The mountains saw thee—they travailed ; 
Torrents of water gushed forth ; 

The abyss uttered his voice ; 

The sun lift up his hands on high ; 

The moon stopped in her mansion, 

At the brightness of thy flying arrows, 

At the lightning of thy flashing spear. 


1 


In indignation thou wilt tread the earth, 
In fury thou wilt stamp the nations. 


2 


Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy people, 

The salvation of thine anointed. 

Thou didst cut off the first-born from the house of the wicked, 
Thou didst provoke the stubborn to bending. Selah. 

Thou didst strike the fountain with his rod, 

They were scatter’d, they came forth like a whirlwind, 

To destroy their flourishing crops, 

While the food of the oppressed was in safety. 

Thou didst walk thy horses through the sea, 

Troubling the great waters. 
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I heard, and my bowels were moved ; 

At the sound my lips quivered ; 
Rottenness entered into my bones, 

And they trembled beneath me ; 

While I groaned for the day of tribulation, 
The coming up of the people to assault us. 


2 


Though the fig-tree do not blossom, 
And there be no fruit on the vine ; 
Though the produce of the olive fail, 
And the parched field yield no food ; 
Though the flock be cut off from the fold, 
And there be no cattle in the stall ; 
Yet will [ rejoice in Jehovah, 
{ will joy in God my Saviour. 
CHORUS. 
Jehovah, my Lord, is my strengtli, 
He will set my feet as the deer’s, 
He will make me to walk on high places. 


To the Conqueror of my Assailants, 
or 
To Him who causeth me to triumph in my Afilictions.” 


Of the character of Miss Smith’s translation of Job, we quote the opinion 
of the Rev. Dr. Magee, of Trinity College, Dublin, author of Discourses on 
the “* Doctrine of Atonement ;” a scholar whose rank is among the first 
in the department of Hebrew literature.—® After a close scrutiny, and a 
careful comparison with the original, this work strikes me as conveying 
more of the true character and meaning of the Hebrew, with fewer depart- 
ures from the idiom of the English, than any other translation whatever that 
we possess. It combines accuracy of version, with purity of style, and 
unites critical research, with familiar exposition. From the received trans- 
lation it very seldom unnecessarily deviates, which I consider to be a proof 
of the author’s taste and judgment ; for in general, the language of our Eng- 
lish Bible is such as no one possessing these,would wish to alter. The corree- 
tion of error, and the improvement of the sense, seem to be theronly induce- 
ments, and serve as the chief guides in every variation of phrase adopted in 
this version. These variations are undoubtedly sometimes considerable, but 
always ingenious, and generally well founded, and never hazarded but with 
reasonable colour, and manifestly after much investigation. Conjectural 
emendations of the text are most sparingly indulged in; so that, upon the 
whole, I cannot but recommend the publication of this entire version, in the 
fullest confidence that it will be received as a valuable present by the lovers 
of biblical literature.” 

_Should any apology be deemed necessary for presenting to the public, the 
biography of such a female, who throughout her whole life rather avoided 
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notice, and shrunk from applause, it may be given in an extract from the 
Rev. Dr. Randolph’s letter to her bereaved mother. 


“ The papers before me, not only serve to increase my admiration of 


your beloved child, but convince me the more I read them, that she who 
is gone, ought to live in universal remembrance—that over such a grave, 
grief should not be dumb, and that the world, deprived by her death of one 
of its brightest ornaments, has a claim to every memorial of her exalted 
worth and talents, to shew the unthinking crowd what may be done, and to 


hold forth an example of what has been done, even in so short a space of 
time, by fulfilling the duties of a Christian life, and the purposes of rational’ 


existence.” 

This imperfect sketch of an excellent cliaracter, cannot be better closed 
than by the following remarks of Miss More, ani authoress who can never 
be named without exciting in the minds of the good and pious, mingled sen- 
timents of respect, veneration and love. 

“ Against fast ning, against talents of any kind, nothing can steady the 
head, unless you fortify the heart with real Christianity. In raising the 
moral edifice, we must sink deep in proportion as we build high. We must 
widen the foundation, if we extend the superstructure. Religion alone cau 
counteract the aspirings of genius, can regulate the pride of talents. And 
let such women as are disposed to be vain of their petty attainments, look 
up with admiration to those cotemporary shining examples, the venerable 
Elizabeth Carter, and the blooming Elizabeth Smith. 1 knew them both ; 
and to know, was torevere them. In them, let our young ladies contem- 
plate profound and various learning, chastised by true christian humility. 
tn them, let them venerate acquirements which would have been distinguish- 
ed ina university, meekly softened, and beautifully shaded, by the gentle 
exertion of every domestic virtue, the unaffected exercise of every feminine 
employment.” 


+B Bex... 


On the Collect for the Fifth Sunday 
after Epiphany. 


Tue propriety of praying for the 
conservation of the Church in God’s 
true religion, must be evident to all 


who reflect upon the subject. When | 


its origin is considered—when the 
constant opposition which it has en- 
countered, and the approaches which 
it has sometimes made to annihila- 
tion, are contemplated, its present 
existence can only be attributed to 
the exertion of the divine power. 
Like a spark kindled and kept alive 
on the surface of the boisterous sea, 
it exists by a continued miracle.— 
arth and hell have been, and are, 
intent on crushing the broken reed, 
and extinguishing the smoking flax ; 


yet the former still rears its puny 
head, and the latter still emits a sui: 
ficient vapour, to prove that it is ig- 
nited. God has placed his Church 
upon a rock, and has engaged that 
“ the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” 

That the danger of the Church, 
independent of divine care, is immi- 
nent in our day, is manifest. For 
infidelity threatens to crush her ; her- 
esies inflict dangerous wounds on her 
vitals ; schisms rend her members 
piecemeal ; lukewarmness chills her 
blood, and the decay of discipline ex- 
poses her to these, and a thousand oth- 
erevils. If ever there was a loud call 
on the faithful, to be earnest in pray- 
er that “God would keep his Church 
and household in his true religion,” 
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itis at the present moment. “ False 
doctrine, heresy and schism, hard- 
ness of heart, and contempt of God’s 
word and commandment,” spreading 
all around us like a deluge, concur in 
enforcing this important duty. 

But what'is the specific object of 
our petition in this Collect ? What is 
rue religion ? 

The word religion expresses the 
obligation by whicu man is bound to 
God, as his Creator, Preserver, and 
Redeemer. It is the “ acknowledge- 
ment of the truth which is alter god- 
liness, according to the hope of eter- 
nal life, which God, that cannot lie, 
promised before the world began”... 
Tit. i. 1, 2. 

If it be required, what religion 
binds us to believe, we may safely 
refer to the Articles of our Church, 
as containing an epitome of the doc- 
trines of the Bible. Let these be com- 
pared with the Scriptures: Let the 
example of the noble Bereans be fol- 
lowed, and the Scriptures be searched 
for the purpose of determining whe- 
ther these articles be true ; and it will 
be found that they contain the truth, 
and nothing but the truth; and like- 
wise by implication or expression, all 
that is necessary to be believed in or- 
der to salvation. 

If a further question be asked, 
what religion binds us to do—a re- 
ference may be made to the ten com- 
mandments ; and these may be sum- 
med up in two comprehensive du- 
ties, love to God, and love to man. 
For “the end of the commandment 
is charity, out of a pure heart, and of 
a good conscience, and of faith un- 
feigned.”’....1 Tim. i. 5. 

From this brief definition of “ true 
religion,” it will appear, that when 
we pray for the preservation of the 
Church therein, we beseech God to 
maintain in his household, an ortho- 
doxy of belief, and holiness of con- 
duct—that he would guard it from 
heresy and schism—impiety and su- 
perstition, which are the grand ene- 
os of “true religion ;” that His 
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Church may be “ like a tree planted 
by the rivers of water, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in due season, whose 
leaf shall not wither,’ and whose 
fruit shall abound to the praise and 
glory of God. O how important and 
comprehensive a_ petition! What 
Christian man is there, but must join 
in it with heart and voice, “ O Lord, 
we beseech thee, keep thy Church 
and household in thy true religion” — 
in the profession and faith which was 
once delivered to the saints—in the 
cultivation of every christian grace, 
and in the practice of every chris- 
tian duty. Let faith work by love 
throughout all its borders. 
not the weeds of heresy to flourish in 
it-—the sacrilegious hand of schism to 
rend it—the alloy of superstition to 
debase it—the ague of indifference to 
chill its blood, nor the foul spots of 
vice to degrade its dignity, or deform 
its beauty. Let thy royal ** daughter 
be all glorious within, and her cloth- 
ing be of wrought gold. ” Let her 
be « presented unto thee in raiment 
of needle-work,” and with joy and 
gladness be introduced to thy pres- 
ence. May the leaven of infidelity, 
superstition, impiety, and immorali- 
ty, be purged from thy Church; and 
may she be newly leavened, with 
faith, purity of worship, devotedness 
to thee, and universal rectitude of 
conduct. May her doctrines and 
worship be preserved, and her disci- 
pline revived. May she continue to 
the end of time, a conservatory of 
thy truth, and a witness for her Lord ; 
exhibiting in the spirit and conduct 
of all her members, the genuine ef- 
fects of true faith in her Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ! “ Finally, 
whatsoever things are true, whatso- 
ever things are ‘honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good re- 
port,” may these exist and abound 
among us. ‘Then shall we indeed 
be called “ the city of righteousness, 
the faithful city.”,—-Biddulph on the 
Liturgy. 
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From the Episcopal Magazine. 


From Mrs. Thayer’s Letters. A 
short account of her onn ‘religious 
experience. 


“ PossessinG @ taste for litera- 
ture, with opportunities to cultivate 
and improve it, surrounded by ten- 
der friends, early introduced to a cir- 
ele of polite and fashionable compa- 
ny, caressed by my friends, and flat- 
tered by my companions, what was 
there wanting that I could not be 
happy ? 

But death was in the world, and 
I could not be happy. If I looked 
into the volume of nature, I saw 
mortality inscribed in staring capi- 
tals on every page. This, I reflect- 
ed, is the state of man. And will 
my existence end with this transitory 
life? Ifso, why was I formed, to 
drag out a few moments of anxiety 
and pain—then sleep for ever ? 


“If there is an hereafter, 
And that there is, consciente, uninflcenced, speaks, 
Then it must be an awful thing to die.”’ 


Vainly I endeavoured to obliterate 
this idea in scenes -of fashionable 
amusement. In the midst of the 
mirth and hilarity of the ball cham- 
ber, the solemn thought pursued me 
like a phantom, till disgusted with 
the frivolity and insipidity of the 
scene, I returned to my books, and 
sought in scientific acquirements to 
rid my mind of its uneasiness. [ 
studied languages, poetry, rhetoric, 
dipped a little into philosophy, bota- 
ny, and chemistry ; but alas! the 
perversity of unrenewed nature. I 
never learned to fear or serve my 
God. Though I hurried from vol- 
ume to volume, and studied with the 
zeal of a recluse, I found it was not 
in science to unfold the scenes of sub- 
sequent existence ; and though I had 
learned the fashionable cant of infi- 
delity, and would laugh with Vol- 
taiive at the credulity of mankind, yet 
often did my heart sigh for some- 
thing it possessed not, though I did 
not rightly comprehend the deficien- 


cy. My mind experienced a kind of 
vacuum, that nothing on earth could 
fill—that, amidst all my outward 
cheerfulness, still preyed like a can- 
ker-worm at my heart, and made me 
wretched. 

Often in my secret hours of retire- 
ment, was death, with all the accu. 
mulated horrors of endless wretched- 
ness, or total annihilation, presented 
to my mind, and the agony of my 
feelings on this occasion surpasses 
description. .......2-2+ee0-. 
I knew not how to distinguish be. 
tween contending systems, and sin- 
cerely believed I must embrace ei- 
ther the Universalian, or the Calvin- 
istic errors. Had I read the Scrip- 
tures with half the attention I be- 
stowed on the volumes of Shake- 
speare, they would have taught me 
better ; but I perused them only to 
criticise, and eagerly catching at ev- 
ery thing my erring judgment pro- 
nounced contradictory, with the help 
of the Age of Reason, and other infi- 
del works, I became an adept in in- 
fidelity. From Paine and Voltaire 
I proceeded to the perusal of Vol- 
ney’s Ruins, which completely ruin- 
ed my principles, and eradicated ev- 
ery trace of moral sentiment that re- 
mained. As yet, though my heart 
was exceedingly wicked, I had for- 
borne to indulge my infidel senti- 
ments, except among confidential 
friends ; but now I became acquaint- 
ed with the writings of M. W. and 
every remaining barrier was broken 
down. I was no longer ashamed to 
be reckoned a disciple of Voltaire, 
and I could now openly advocate 
those sentiments, that have since 
caused me many an hour of disquiet- 
ude. Though my pride prevented 
my sinking into these degrading vi- 
ces, which are the usual concomitant 
of a relaxed morality, and I evew 
sometimes pretended to practice vir- 
tue for virtue’s sake, yet I strenuous- 
ly opposed the truths contained in 
that volume; which alone presents 
proper incentives to virtue.” 
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Mrs. T. relates the manner in 
which conviction was at length 
brought to her heart, and she was 
enabled to see that “Jesus Christ 
tasted death for every man.” .... 
And while I felt I had been abusing 
that grace, that had been freely offer- 
ed to me in the gospel, my sensations 
were almost insupportable. Yet, in 
assenting to the truths of Cbristiani- 
ty, I felt an emotion to which my 
heart had been a stranger. Gloomy 
and dark had been the night of skep- 
ticism, and the beams of gospel truth 
were sweet to my soul. ‘Though 
deeply distressed with a sense of my 
unparalleled offences against a Being 
of infinite purity, my exercises were 
not unaccompanied by hope. The 
serpent infidelity, though bruised in 
the head, yet retained some remains 
of life, and writhed and struggled in 
my heart; but a serious perusal of 
some excellent books in defence of 
revealed religion, gave the finishing 
blow to this hydra-headed monster, 
and my understanding became ra- 
tionally convinced. But though my 
external conduct was reformed, I had 
not yet learnt to “ walk by faith, 
and not by sight.” I found my heart 
sometimes bitterly rising against God. 
For nearly four months I struggled 
with my vain propensities, sometimes 
fervently beseeching God to strength- 
en me for his seryice, and sometimes 
captivated by my besetments, until 
it pleased God, (I have reason to be- 
lieve,) in answer to the prayers of 
some of his dear children, on my be- 
half, to bring conviction so home to 
my heart, and so to show me my per- 
ishing condition, destitute of a Sav- 
iour, that I became in good earnest 
willing to “ count all things but loss, 
for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ.” The vanities of 
lime and sense faded in my view, 
and my heart unceasingly cried— 
“ God be merciful to me a sinner.” 
* Glory to God, he was not slow to 
hear, nor impotent to save.””—One 
Sabbath afternoon, I walked into the 


fields to indulge my sorrows alone. 
The load my broken spirit’ sustained 
at this time, was almost insupporia- 
ble. It appeared that heaven and 
earth were conspiring against me, 
and I[ was deservedly wretched. No 
reed of hope to grasp. The past 
was sin, the present wretchedness, 
and the future, I scarce dared to look 
upon; it was verging to despair. 
* OQ which way,” cried I, “ shall I 
turn ¢ J will go to my God, and if I 
perish, it shall be at his feet.” With 
a kind of desperate resignation, I fell 
on my knees—“ Lord, I yield, I sui- 
mit.” At that moment, a sensation 
of peace visited my heart, and the 
following words soothed my agitated 
feelings— Him that cometh to Me, 
I will in no wise cast out.” Had the 
weight of a mountain been removed 
from my guilty head, it could not 
have produced a greater alteration. 
My soul at that moment found pow- 
er by faith, “ to lay hold on the Son 
of God.” I felt the merit of ‘the 
atoning blood applied to me in par- 
ticular, as though there were not an- 
other sinner in the universe, and | 
exclaimed aloud, “ here is one Sav- 
jour Jesus, for one sinner Caroline.” 
I arose, and looked around, but how 
was the prospect changed ! I had of- 
ten admired the romantic banks of 
the Saco, but never did they appear 
so beautiful as at the present. I felt 
a calm sink into my soul. God was 
all around me, and within me, and I 
stood and worshipped in silent rap- 
ture. 

O! Julia, could I but make you 
feel this happiness—could I but make 
you feel what it is to hold commun- 
ion with God, you would look with 
contempt on the honours, wealth, 
and pleasures of the world, and 
“ count all things but loss for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ.” 

The vacuity in my mind was now 
filled, and that indescribable some- 
thing, I had long wanted to make 
me happy, I now found to be the re 
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ligion of Jesus. The day-star of sal- 
vation had dawned upon my heart, 
and I was happy. I can never be 
enough thankful, that my attention 


has been called. to the interests of 


my immortal spirit. I can never 
enough adore the long suffering good- 
nest of that God, who so long bare 
with his refractory creature, who, 
pursued by his Spirit, amidst scenes 
of multiplied transgression, brought 
me at last by a way I had not known, 
to the enjoyment of his beatific pres- 
ence here; to a blessed foretaste of 
that happiness I had hoped to share 
with his faithful followers in that 
world, where I shall see Him, as He 
is, and mine eye shall behold Him.” 

It is but reasonable, that the resi- 
due of my days should be the Lord’s ; 
and QO! my amiable friend, will you 
not be persuaded to try * the narrow 
way?” Remember that one thing 
is needful, and pray to God to assist 
you by His Spirit and grace, to make 
suitable improvement of his mercy. 

Before her marriage, the accom- 
plished Miss 8. was considered the 
standard of dress in the circle of her 
acquaintance. ‘Though she possess- 
ed a vivid imagination, and spright- 
ly genius, her progress in useful lite- 
rature was but small. We married 
about the same time, and our ac- 
quaintance for a season was inter- 
rupted. On my last visit to " 
preparatory to my leaving New-Eng- 
land, I called on my old acquaint- 
ance, and found her still immersed in 
the pseudo pleasures of the reg 
ble world. ‘Tea parties, the toilet, 
and the superb ornaments of her par- 
lour, divided her attention. 

Though she received me with all 
the hospitality due to an old and inti- 
mate acquaintance, yet I could plain- 
ly perceive an air of chagrin and dis- 
satisfaction, which all the gaiety of 
her apparel could but ill conceal. 
** Tell me, Susan,” said I, “amidst all 
the splendour that surrounds you, 
are you happy ?” Happy !” she re- 
phed, “by no means ; [ am torment- 
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ed with cares and anxieties, I am as 
miserable as a demon.” ...... 
While I tarried at a typhus 
was epidemic in the vicinity, and 
she was among the victims of its mer- 
ciless ravages. I visited her inher 
illness, and found her anxiety to be 
in fashion, still continued. With the 
sentence of death upon her counte- 
nance, her heart appeared to be to- 
tally unconcerned about tuturity. In 
her intervals of ease, she conversed 
about an elegant house that was pre- 
pared for her reception, and regret- 
ted that her apartments were not 





_more spacious. She was attended 


by a young physician, an infidel, 
who had strictly forbidden her at: 
tendants to inform her of her danger, 
for fear of depressing her spirits, and 
constantly assured her that she would 
do well. 

About midnight she was seized 
with severe spasms, and for the first 
time since her illness, expressed a 
fear that she would not recover. 
The experienced and respected doc- 
tor M. was now called to her bed- 
side, to administer relief. He was a 
sensible and worthy man, and I have 
reason to believe, a sincere Christian. 
‘“ Your pangs,” said he, “are the 
pangs of death.” And while her 
fond husband earnestly entreated that 
something might be given to prolong 
life, the good docter exhorted her to 
look to the Lord. Doctor,” said 
she, in a feeble, dying accent, “ can 
you do nothing Sor me? Can you not 
reprieve me butone day longer? Alas 
] am unprepared to die. I have liv- 
ed twenty-six years, and never seri- 
ously thought of death before.” The 
horrors of dying unprepared, rushed 
upon her mind, and she shrieked in 
agony. Despair gave her strength, 
and she raised herself without assist- 
ance in the bed, and conjured al! 
present to be warned by her exam- 
ple, and seek the salvation of their 
souls. ‘“ For me,” said she, * I am 
going, I know not where. Heaven 


is not my place, I am unprepared 
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for it.” Some one present, propo- 
sed to send for the clergyman to pray 
with her—“ If you can pray,” said 
she, “ pray for yourselves ; for me it 
is too late.” 

In a few minutes the parish cler- 
eyman arrived and attempted to con- 
sole her. He mentioned the case of 
ihe penitent thief on the cross, and 
assured her it was never too late to 
turn to God. She replied, “ his case 
and mine are different----he repented, 
{cannot. If I were well, I should 
not think of it ; I would live here for 
ever.” Ina short time, she sunk into 
a state of insensibility, and thus ex- 
pired. 

For myself, I had retired to a cor- 
ner of her apartment, to mourn be- 
fore my God, my own backward- 
ness, that I had not warned her the 
day before to prepare for eternity. 
I was awed by the commands of a 
wicked doctor, and dared not intro- 
duce the subject. I have never yet 
been able to reflect calmly on this 
scene. God enable me by future 
faithfulness, to atone for my error, so 
that in the great day of accounts, I 
may have none but my own soul to 
answer for. 


The Death of Julia.—From the same. 


Julia possessed a mind of no com- 
mon grade, and with a versatility of 
genius, she applied with equal dili- 
gence to the useful, the ornamental, 
and the abstruse, and with almost 
equal success. Yet though she read 
Virgil and Tully with tolerable fa- 
cility, and could measure heights and 
distances with mathematical exact- 
ness, her manners were truly femi- 
nine. Her person was pleasing, and 
her countenance was a perfect index 
toa heart naturally gay, yet capable 
of the most tender emotions, and 
most durable attachments. 

Her parents, though good moral 
people, were not pious; and Julia, 
ike too many ladies of fashion, was 
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a stranger to religion. When reli- 
gion was the topic, Julia was silent. 

It was the will of Providence that 
I should encounter many serious af- 
flictions. In the midst of these try- 
ing scenes, God was my support, 
and when consolation visited me, in 
the form of a letter from Julia, it 
gave new energy to a mind, too prone 
to sink under the pressure of afflic- 
tion. J thought I discovered in my 
late bereavements, the chastising 
hand of heaven for my remissness in 
duty. I reverted tothe years spent 
in cultivating a mind, I now suflered 
to sink into puerile inactivity, and I 
resolved by the grace of God, hence- 
forth to devote my abilities, such as 
they were, to recommend and en- 
force the religion of Jesus Christ. 
With such views I commenced a se- 
ries of letters to Julia. We wrote to 
each other frequently. The follow- 
ing extract is from one of her letters. 

“ Many times of late, I have de- 
termined to commence a life of ‘piety, 
bul some new amusement, or gay 
company, has banished my serious- 
ness. Continue to pray for me, and 
believe me, I feed the importance of 
being w hat you would have me ;— 
how I shall act, I dare not promise.” 

Some time afterwards, she marri- 
ed, and I heatd of her but once from 
the period of marriage. In this last 
communication, she expresse dahope, 

mixed with many fears, that God, for 
Christ’s sake, had forgiven her sins. 
Persons who attended her during her 
illness, and witnessed her triumph- 
ant death, give these particulars of 
her :-— 

Her piety after a time grew deep, 
uniform, and consistent, and she 
shone no more in the splendid ga- 
laxy of fashion. She manifested the 
sincerity of her faith by active and 
persevering exertions, to promote the 
cause of p ity. The friends of Je- 
sus were the chosen ones of her 
heart, and every institution calcula- 
ted to promote the interests of piety, 
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er disseminate the knowledge of sal- 
vation, received her warm support. 

Perhaps there is not a more inter- 
esting object, than an amiable young 
person, verging to the grave by the 
lingering steps of a protracted phthis- 
is. Flattered by the illusive appear- 
ances of returning health, the sub- 
jects of this deceitful disease, fre- 
quently indulge chimerical hopes, 
and drop into the grave while their 
minds are pursuing plans of future 
life, and indulging in dreams of re- 
covery. It was not so with Julia— 
from the first serious attack, she gave 
up all hopes of complete recovery, 
and gave her heart wholly to an ac- 
tive preparation for the world to 
which she felt herself hastening. 

At one time, when her pastor vis- 
ited her, and asked what were her 
views in the prospect of recovery ? 
She answered, “ I submit the matter 
toGod. My situation in life is agree- 
able. Ihave a kind husband, and 
tender parents and friends, who will 
mourn when [ am no more. For 
their sakes, if it were the will of God, 
1 might be willing to defer my hap- 
piness.” 

Being asked if she had no doubts 
respecting her final acceptance with 
God? she answered, “ through grace, 
{ have generally been enabled to re- 
ly with confidence on the mercy of 
God, in Jesus Christ; yet the enemy 
sometimes tempts me to fear. I can- 
not state the exact time when God 
converted my soul, but this I know, 
once I was attached to vain amuse- 
ments, now I love prayer—once I 
loved the world, now I love God.” 
Indeed, her conversion was so gra- 
dual, that for a long time after she 
exhibited the fruits of religion, she 
was doubtful whether she possessed 
it. Some time before her death, her 
doubts were all removed, and she re- 


joiced in the full assurance of eter- 


nal life. While her fond husband 
stood over her, wiping the cold drops 
from her face, she took his hand, 
and said with much difficulty, “ and 


there shall be no more death~no 
more parling.” After some time, 
she added, “ Oh seek the Lord ;” 
and lifting up her hands and eyes, 
‘* Lord, convert his soul.” These 
were the last words she uttered. Her 
race was short,and her end triumph- 
ant.—-—Oh ! glorious hope of immor. 
tality.—Oh transporting thought !— 
Julia yet lives, and lives for ever. 
Surely if there be any one word that 
carries peculiar sweetness in_ its 
sound, it. is this word—ImmorTa.iry, 
It is this that dries the tear that falls 
upon the urn of those we love. It is 
this that reconciles the world to “ all 
the sad variety of wo ;” and it is this 
that will at last gild the horrors of 
the grave, and shed a glorious light 
on the dark valley of the shadow of 
death. We shall all wake to immor- 
tality, and live forever. Oh solemn, 
interesting idea! Our future happi- 
ness or misery will ultimately depend 
on the use we make of the privileges 
now put into our hands. Heaven is 
a prize worth life’s purchase. Let 
us then be engaged in its pursuit. 
“* Let us not sleep, as do others, but 
watch and be sober.” 


- @ Oe. 


For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
On hearing Sermons. 


One of our old writers remarks it 
as among the errors of his times, to 
mistake conversation upon religious 
matters, or what he sarcastically calls 
“ religious gossip,” for the actually 
being religious. If the remark was 
true in his day, it is probably not 
less so at the present.—It is natural, 
indeed, that a man should be ready 
to talk upon what he has much at 
heart. ‘ Out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh.’ ” But 
religion is a subject so serious in it 


self ; it is so much a matter between 
a man and his Maker, that he who 
is deeply impressed with its spirit, 
will not be apt to bring it forward as 
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a topic for mere chil-chat. It is as- 
sociated with so much meekness and 
humility, that no one who is imbued 
with its characteristic temper, will 
pring it forward as a matter of con- 
versation, for the mere purpose of 
impressing his hearers with a higher 
sense of his own religious character, 
or to make an ostentatious display of 


i his religious knowledge and _attain- 


ments. It is not every conversation 
upon religion, that is a religious con- 
versation. 1 hear too much of this 
conversation that I can characterize 
by no better appellation than “ reli- 
gious gossip.”” And I see too many 
persons, who imagine themselves to 
be very religious, and yet carry their 
ideas of holiness but fittle beyond 
thiss—who seem to think religion 
rather as a matter to be lalked about 
than to be practised.* 

There is another common error, 
near of kin to this ;—I mean the mis- 
taking ef attendance on public wor- 
ship for devotion itself,and the hear- 
ing of sermons: for attainments in pi- 
ety. The mere hearing of prayers 
is not devotion, nor is the hearing of 
sermons piety itself. He who would 
worship God in his sanctuary, must 
join mith his heart in the offices of 
devotion ; and he who would not be 
an unfiruilful hearer of the word 
preached, must listen to it with an 
honest heart, in order to practice it. 
St. Paul foretold the times when peo- 
ple, “having itching ears,” should 
“heap to themselves teachers :” and 
he calls these perilous times. (They 
are perilous times indeed, when peo- 
ple shall content themselves with 
talking upon religion and hearing ser- 


*Talkative. «1 perceive then that our talk must 
be about the power of things, Well, itis a very 
good question, and I shall be willing to answer 
you. And take my answer in brief, thus :—/irst, 
where the grace of God is in the heart, it causeth 
there a great outcry against sin. Secondly— 

Faith ful. Naf, boid, let us consider of one at 
once ; I think you should rather say, it shows il- 
self by inclining the soul to abhor sin. 

Talk. Why, what difference is there between 
crying out against, and abhorring sin ?”’ 

* ‘John Bunyan. 
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mons, instead of cultivating holiness 
of heart, and practising the duties 
which religion enjoins. 

There is a short Collect at the 
close of our communion service, 
which is often, and with great pro- 
priety, introduced by the clergyman 
at the close of his sermon. It should 
be joined in by every hearer, with 
sincerity of heart, and remembered 
with a corresponding practice after 
he leaves the house of worship.— 
“ Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty 
God, that the words which we have 
heard this day with outward ears, 
may through thy grace be so inward- 
ly grafted in our hearts, that they 
may bring forth in us the fruit of 
good living, to the honour and praise 
of thy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” 

On this subject I beg leave to 
quote a passage from a sermon of the 
venerable Bishop Andrews, “ against 
unfruitful hearing.” It is much more 
forcible and pointed than any thing 
{ could say, and will be likely to at 
tract attention from the singularity 
of the style, as well as the pungency 
of the matter. Bishop Andrews was 
a learned and pious divine: and a 
popular preacher, according to the 
taste of his day. His sermons are 
rich in matter, but according to the 
pedantry and conceit of the times, 
interlarded with scraps of Latin, 
loaded with a redundancy of meta- 
phors, and deformed with quibbles, 
puns, and witticisms. But like an 
old Gothic cathedral, though the or- 
nameuts are profuse and quaint, the 
building is rich and substantial.— 
The sermon from which the extract 
is taken, was preached before King 
James and his court, on Ash-Wed- 
nesday, A. D. 1683." His subject is 
taken from the parable of the sower, 
and its solution; and he dwells es- 
pecially upon the part, where the 
seed sown on good ground is likened 
to those, who, ‘in an honest and 
good heart, having heard the werd, 
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keep it and bring forth fruit with pa- 
tience.” 

‘Bring forth,” says he. “All now 
is in carrying in: little in bringing 
forth. For, to take our age at the 
best, and our ordinary professours 
in the prime of their profession, this 
is our virtue ; we carry well in: we 
are still carrying in ; but nothing, or 
as good as nothing, comes from us, 
nor bring ever forth. So, this word 
comes very apposite to our times. 
All our time is spent in hearing ; in 
carrying in repentance-seeds, and 
other good seeds many. All, in 
hearing, in a manner; none, in 
bringing forth repentance, or any 
other good fruit.” “ At Athens, 
they said to Paul, Nova guaedam in- 
fers auribus nostris (tell us some 
new thing)—It is our case right, 
Infers auribus: but it is an in- 
Jers without a profers; any pro- 





fers atall. In at our eares, there 


goes, | know not how many sermons : 
and every day more and more, if we 
might have our wills. Jnfers auri- 
bus ; into the eares they goe; the 
eare and all filled, and even farced 
(stuffed) with them: but there the 
eare is all. 

‘¢ Tt puts me in mind of the great 
absurdity, as St. Paul reckons it :— 
What ; is al/ hearing ? (saith he) all 
hearing? Yes: all is hearing with 
us. But that all should be hearing, 
is as much as if one’s body should 
be nolhing but an eare, and that 
were a strange body. But, that ab- 
surdity are we fallen into. The 
corps, the whole body of some men’s 
profession ; all godlinesse with some, 
what is it, but hearing of sermons ? 
The eare is all; the eare doth all 
that is done ; and but by our EARE- 
MARKF, no man should know us to 
be Christians !—They were wonte 
to talk much of auricular con/es- 
sion: I cannot tell, but now, all is 
turned to an auricular profession. 
And (to keep us to proferte) our pro- 
fession is an inning profession. In 


it goes, but brings nothing oud :— 
nothing comes from it again. 

“ But, proferle, bring forth (saith 
Saint John ;) be not always loading 
in. And there is reason for it, A 
there is a dime for, Exist qui seminat 
seminare semen suum (in the Pare. 
bie) wherein the sower goeth forth 
and carrieth with him good seed, ang 
casts it in. So there is a time too, 
(saith the Psalme ;) for Rediit ines. 
sor, ferens manipulos secum, that 
the Reaper comes Lack ; and bring; 
his sheaves with him; the sheaves, 
which the seed (he carried in| 


j 
/ 


brought forth. But with us, it ji 


otherwise. For, a wonderful thing 


it is, how many sermons, and ser. 
mons upon sermons, (as it were so 
many measures of seed) are throwen 
in daily ; and what becomes of them, 
no man can tell. ‘Turne they all 
to wind? Or run they all to tho. 


‘row? For, fruit there comes none, 


Omnia le aversumn ; all in: Null 
relrorsum ; none out.” C. 


-» @BO«-- 


Brief Reflections on the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. 


No HU. 


Tae Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup 
per presents itself to the mind of the 
Christian, as the most interesting and 
solemn ordinance of religion. It is 
interesting and solemn, as an act oi 
communion with our fellow Chris- 
tians, whom we acknowledge in this 
ordinance to be members with us o! 
the same family, disciples of the same 
Master, and heirs of the same glori- 
ous inheritance. It is interesting, as 
an act of grateful commemoration oi 
the sufferings and death of our deat 


Redeemer, by which we confses and | 


own him to be our Master and Sav- 
iour, before the congregation of his 
people. It is interesting, as a means 
of participation in the body and 
blood of our blessed Lord, of con 
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firming our title to the favour of God, 
of conveying to us the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, and of nourishing and 
strengthening our souls unto ever- 
lasting life. “ This subject is of ve- 
ry great weight in itself, and of near 
concern to every Christian ;” aad 
therefore, says Bishop Burnet, in his 
exposition of the thirty-first article, 
“ought to be studied with a care pro- 
portioned to the importance of it ; that 
so we may govern ourselves aright 
in a matter of so much consequence ; 
avoiding with great caution the ex- 
tremes on both hands, both of exces- 
sive superstition on the one hand, 
and of profane neglect on the other.” 
The observation which this author 
makes on the conduct of Christians 
in his own times, will apply with 
great justice to a majority of those, 
who profess Christianity at the pres- 
ent day. ‘“‘ We are now visibly un- 
der the extreme of neglect; and 
therefore we ought to study by all 
means possible, to inspire our peo- 
ple with just respect for this holy in- 
stitution, and to animate them to de- 
sire earnestly to partake often of it ; 
and in order to that, to prepare them 
seriously to set about it withreverence 
and devotion, and w'th holy purpo- 
ses, and the solemn vows that ought 
to accompany it.” 
“ It is prudent,” says Dr. Water- 
land, “ to err, rather on that side 
which ascribes too much to this Sa- 
crament, than on that which ascribes 
too little.” But should we ascribe 
too much to this Sacrament, “ since 
we attempt not, and desire not to 
carry the respect due to it, higher 
than the encient Churches, "and the 
primitive saints and martyrs have 
carried the same before, it will be 
erring on the humble, modest, pious 
side, if we should happen to run into 
an extreme.”—“ But suppose that 
we are deceived (as we certainly are 
not) in our high conceptions of the 
efficacy and use of this Sacrament ; 
«il that follows, is, that we may be 
thereby led to frequent the Sacra- 
Vou. ft. No. Y. 19 
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ment so much the oftener, to come 
to it with the greater reverence, and 
to repeat our solemn vows for the 
leading a good life, by the assistance 
of divine grace, with the more seri- 
ous and devout affections. Our 
Church never teaches that the out- 
ward Sacrament is of any avail,with- 
out inward faith and repentance, or 
entire obedience. All Protestant 
Churches have abundantly guarded 
against any one’s trusting in the bare 
outward work ; the danger therefore 
on this head is very slight in compa- 
rison. For what ifa man should er- 
roneously suppose that on his worthy 
receiving, he obtains pardon for his 
past offences, and grace to prevent 
future, will not this be an encourage- 
ment to true repentance, without 
which he can be no worthy receiver, 
and to watchfulness also for the time 
to come, without which the divine 
grace can never have its perfect 
work ?’’—“ Corrupt nature general- 
ly leads to the diminishing side. and 
is more apt to detract from the bur- 
den of religion, than to increase .its 
weight. Men are too apt of them- 
selves to take up with low and grov- 
elling sentiments of divine things. 
Strict notions of the Sacraments re- 
quire as strict observance of the same 
Sacraments, which demands the 
more intense care and greater ab- 
straction of theught; all which is 
irksome and painful to flesh and 
blood. There lie the temptations 
to low and diminishing conceptions 
of the Sacraments.” Every extreme 
on religious subjects is wrong, and it 
often requires yreat care and discern- 
ment to fix upon the golden mean. 
But there may be greater sin and 
danger in one extreme than another ; 
and there is Jess danger of our senti- 
ments of the Lord’s Supper being 
too high, than too mean and low, and 
of our receiving it with frequency 
and reverence, than treating it with 
indifference and neglect. 

The Sacraments are indeed posi- 
tive duties, but to consider them 
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merely as such, and to urge their ob- 
servance only on this ground, is to 
detract from their excellence and im- 
portance. I know that they are 
viewed only in this light by some ve- 
ry numerous and respectable bodies 
of Christians: But it is not in this 
light that they are presented to our 
minds in the Scriptures, in the wrt- 
tings of the first three centuries, and 
in those of the reformers. As posi- 
tive duties, the observance of them is 
enforced by motives arising from the 
command of God; and as means of 
grace, by motives arising from a re- 
gard to our own interest, and a de- 
sire to do every thing which may 
help us forward in the work of sal- 
vation. 

In addition to their being positive 
duties, they are “ religious rites in 
which God. bears a part, and through 
which he bestows an inward and 
spiritual grace upon the worthy re- 
ceiver, and of which they are the 
pledges.” 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Sap- 
per is not only a single positive du- 
ty, but the most comprehensive of 
all the means of grace. “It is a 
band and cement of all duties, or a 
kind of security for the future per- 
formance of the whole duty of man.” 
This is said on the ground of the re- 
newal of our covenant with God, 
and of our vows and promises of 
obedience, and of the consecration 
of our souls and bodies to his service, 
which we make when we receive this 
Sacrament ; and of the spiritual as- 

sistance which our Heavenly Father 
is graciously pleased to convey to us, 
when we receive it with proper qual- 
ifications. And receiving with pro- 
per qualifications, or worthily, im- 
plies, faith in Jesus Christ, and a 
thankfulness for his death, “ present 
repentance, a heart turned to God, 
aud to universal obedience, and a 
serious resolution to abide so to our 
lives end. ‘The receiving of the 


Lord’s Supper, then, comprehends 
all that allegiance which we owe to 


God, and all that attachment which 
is due from us to Christ as our Say- 
iour, an express stipulation to pre- 
serve a conscience void of offence, 
and universal righteousness, both as 
it respects our principles, and our af- 
fections, and conduct. This is sol- 
emnly promised for the present, and 
expressly stipulated for the future, 
by every sincere and devout commu- 
nicant.” 

lf the Romish doctrine of transub- 
stantiation be excluded from this Sa- 
crament, the doctrine of the great 
body of Christians, in every age, will 
not differ materially from the doc- 
trine expressed in our homilies, viz. 
“ that in the Sacraments, God em- 
braces us, and offereth himself to be 
embraced by us, and that they set 
out to the eyes, and other outward 
senses, the inward workings of God’s 
free mercy, and seal in our hearts 
the promises of God.”....Hom. on 
Com. Pray. & Sac. Towerson, 
im his Treatise on the Sacraments, 
establishes the principle that “ a Sa- 
crament relates to that which flows 
from God to us,” and he claims that 
this is “ evident from what the Scrip- 
tures teach concerning Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper.” Yossius, on 
the force and efficacy of the Sacra- 
ments, says, “ that as faith is the 
qualification by which we seek and 
receive, so the word and Sacraments 
are the transactions of God, by which 
he offers and confers what is sought 
and reeeived by us through faith.” 
And Dr. Rymer, in his General Rep- 
resentation of Revealed Religion, as 
quoted by Dr. Waterland, says, that 
“ according to the Church Catechism, 
a Sacrament is not supposed in its 
most essential part, an application 
made by men to God, but one made 
by God to man—a gracious conde- 
scension of God’s, by which he con- 
verses with men, and ‘exhibits to them 
spiritual blessings. God's part is in- 
deed the whole that is strictly and 
properly sacramental ; the outward 
and visible signs are in effect the 
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voice of God, repeating his promise 
of ‘hat inward and spiritual favour.” 

If the Lord’s Supper be viewed in 
this light, the Christian will regard it 
with proper reverence. He will just- 
ly view it as the most interesting and 
solemn ordinance of religion; and 
will feel himself constrained to re- 
ceive it, not only as a positive daty, 
but as a pledge of the divine favour, 
and as a means of his partaking of 
the richest mercies of heaven. View- 
ed in this light, the Christian who 
would lead that life which his Master 
has required of him, and who would 
enjoy that tranquility of mind which 
arises from a consciousness of the di- 
vine favour and acceptance, will con- 
sider it absolutely indispensable ; 
and will be moved from motives of 
interest, to receive this Sacrament, 
that he may be enabled, by that as- 
sistance of the Spirit which it is the 
means of conveying to him, to spend 
his life according to the injunctions 
of the Gospel. B. RR. 


— @BO«-- 
For the Churchman’s Magazine. 


Association of the Western District, 
New-York. 


I wave noticed with pleasure, 
that a Society has been lately form- 
ed in the Western District of the 
State of New-York, which is denom- 
inated “ ‘The Protestant Episcopal 
Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge,” in that section of our 
country. ‘The state of the Church, 
and the rapidly increasing population 
in that district, imperiously demand 
the combined and vigorous exertions 
of such an institution. ‘The Church 
has been planted in those parts chief- 
ly by missionaries; and by their 
zealous and judicious labours, ac- 
companied with the divine blessing, 
it has prospered to a degree almost 
unexampled in the ecclesiastical his- 
tory of our country. Much however 
remains to be done, and we cannot 
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well see how the Church can take 
its proper stand in that region, with- 
out the concentrated action of this 
Society. In this most laudable un- 
dertaking we wish them distinguish- 
ed success—“ To aid the cause of re- 
ligion, and more especially to vindi- 
cate its great and peculiar truths ; to 
correct prejudices, to counteract the 
diffusion of erroneous principles, and 
to enlighten, confirm and animate the 
sincere Christian, by the circulation 
of cheap and valuable essays, and to 
facilitate the attainment-of religious 
knowledge, and to provide for the 
education of Candidates for the Min- 
istry,” are stated to be the objects of 
this Association. 

The constitution provides for the 
prosecution of these objects ; and the 
report of the Committee, on present- 
ing the constitution, urges them upon 
the attention of Episcopalians with 
force and eloquence. ‘They state 
that “ having taken into considera- 
“tion the present state and future 
“prospects of this section of our 
“country in general, and of our 
“ Church in these parts in particu- 
“lar, we are deeply convinced that 
“ much should, and may be done, to 
“ strengthen its influence, and pro- 
“ mote its prosperity.” After noti- 
cing the local situation and advanta- 
ges of the Western District, which 
must soon render it one of the most 
interesting, prosperous, and impor- 
tant sections of the United States, 
the Committee remark—“ Here is a 
“ field, where the various denomina- 
‘“‘ tions of Christians are sowing their 
‘seed with great industry, and, as 
“may be expected, with great suc- 
“cess; but we regret to say that the 
“ prosperity of the Church has not 
“ kept pace with that of the country. 
“ Our establishments are few, aud 
“ some of them in afflicting circum- 
“stances of destitution. [liberal 
“prejudices are cherished against 
«‘ her doctrines and forms, and inad- 
‘¢ equate measures are taken to cor- 
“yect them, A few neighbourhoods 
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** enjoy the salutary influences of the 
* principles and services of the 
«¢ Church, but multitudes have no 
«¢ stated religious services whatever. 
« They are as sheep having no shep- 
«herd. They are becoming the 
«prey of false teachers, who are 
“ privily bringing in damnable here- 
“‘ sies, even denying the Lord who 
“bought them! And no very ade- 
«¢ quate and effectual means are em- 
“ployed for defending the faith, 


‘which was once delivered to the 


“saints. Here is a call to vigourous 
“exertion. The progress of error is 
«¢ checked—truth is to be maintain- 
«¢ ed—the cause of the Church is to 
“ be defended—congregations are to 
‘‘ be planted, and a competent min- 
‘istry is to be provided for them.” 
These interesting and important ob- 
jects are thought perfectly practica- 
ble, and the Committee proceed to 
state the measures by which they 
hope to accomplish them. The first 
measure proposed, “is to print and 
“ circulate such tracts as are calcula- 
“‘ ted to explain and enforce the prin- 
“ciples and duties of the Christian 
‘religion in general, and the doc- 
“trines and forms of the Protestant 
«* Episcopal Church in particular, 
‘¢ and to counteract the pernicious in- 
<< fluence of prevailing errors and vi- 
< ces,””—“ The necessity for such a 
‘¢ measure will appear, if we duly 
<: consider, Ist, the importance of the 
‘duty which devolves upon us as 
«¢ Christians, and as Episcopalians, 
<‘ to do all in our power to withstand 
<¢ prevailing errors and vices, to pro- 
“mote truth and virtue, to correct 
“the prejudices against the Church, 
“ to defend its doctrines, to strength- 
‘¢en its influence, and to enlarge its 
‘«‘ its boundaries ; and 2dly, the in- 
<< adequacy of the means which have 
«¢ been hitherto employed for effect- 
‘«‘ those important purposes, and the 
‘¢ insufficiency of any other means, 
‘which, in present circumstances, 
‘‘ we may have it in our power to 
“ adopt.”—After some observations 


on the practicability, and the saluta. 
ry influences which might arise fron 
the zealous prosecution of this meas- 
ure, they proceed to urge the con- 
siderations which should prompt to 
immediate exertions in this way. 
The first is the importance of an ear- 
ly, wide, and permanent establish- 
ment in this new and flourishing part 
of our country. In enforcing this 
consideration, they remark, that such 
“an establishment may now be ob- 
“tained, but will hereafter be em- 
“ barrassed with new and increasing 
* difficulties. The ground is now 
** comparatively unoccupied, and is 
* open to the Church as well as to 
* other denominations of Christians: 
* But it will not long remain unoccu- 
* nied—if we neglect to improve the 
“‘ present opportunity,others will not. 
‘¢ They will establish themselves, and 
“that permanently: And where the 
‘“ Church would now be welcomed 
“ with enthusiasm, it would then find 
‘itself shut out by prejudices, and 
<¢ interests, which it would be diffi- 
“cult, if not impossible, to over- 
“come. In addition to this, errors 
‘are now upon the wing, scattering 
‘¢ those seeds which will soon spring 
‘¢up every where, and in alarming 
‘abundance. It will be found easier 
‘far to eradicate them when they 
“first appear in the tender blade, 
“than when they have taken deep 
“‘ root, and are nourished into matu- 
“‘ rity, and expanded into greatness.” 
These are remarks which should 
strike Episcopalians in this eastern 
section of our country, with great 
force. Other denominations have 
been engaged in great efforts to 
spread the tenets of their profession, 
and to perpetuate the religion of the 
Gospel, among the inhabitants of the 
western states, and these efforts have 
been attended with great success— 
Denominations of Christians, not su- 
perior to Episcopalians in ability, 
have engaged in this good work, with 
an ardour and perseverance which 
do them great credit. But Episco: 
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palians have literally done nothing. 
There has been but little of the mis- 
sionary spirit among them, and they 
have made no efforts to preserve their 
brethren throughout the immense 
western region, in the communion of 
the Church, and to plant there, her 
doctrines, discipline, and worship. 
And they have been justly reproach- 
ed with having done nothing in this 
great cause. Other denominations 
have been on the alert, and have ex- 
erted all their energies ; and the con- 
sequence is that which is stated a- 
bove :—They have planted their 
Churches ; and our brethren, desti- 
iute of the regular administrations of 
the Gospel, have joined them. But 
Episcopalians have been cold, indif- 
ferent, and negligent, on this great 
subject. [ven in this state, the cause 
of Zion languishes, and her ways do 
mourn, for the want of zealous exer- 
tions directed in this way. 

We make these observations with 
a view of calling the attention of the 
pious and zealous members of our 
communion, to what we _ believe to 
be a duty incumbent on them, and of 
expressing Our most earnest desires, 
that our Churches which are blessed 
with the ability, may be roused to 
ihose exertions for the prosperity of 
Zion, which are due from them, and 
that more zeal and liberality in the 
missionary cause, may be excited 
among them. Much may and ought 
to be done by Episcopalians in this 
state, for domestic and foreign mis- 
sions, and it will be required at our 
hands. 

In the following paragraph, the 
Committee advert to the powerful 
ellect which may be produced by 
tracts, written with ability, and suit- 
ed to common capacities. “ The 
“ leading infidels of Europe produced 
“a much greater effect upon the 
“great mass of the people by their 
“popular tracts, than could have 
“been wrought by all the Encyclo- 
“pedias and Dictionaries in the 
“ world—that the same engines so 









































Association of the Western District, New-York. 149 


“ triumphantly employed in the cause 
“of error, may with equal success 
“be made to subserve the cause of 
“truth, has been long demonstrated 
“by the venerable London Society 
“for promoting Christian Knowl- 
“edge. This Society has, by means 
“ of tracts extensively circulated, per- 
‘“‘ formed the most important servi- 
*< ces to Christianity in general, and 
“to the Church of England ii par- 
“ticular. We wish to see those 
“ means of diffusing Christian knowl- 
“edge employed among ourselves 5 
“ and we conceive, next to the per- 
‘sonal Jabours of a numerous mipis- 
‘try, they are the most effective that 
‘could be adopted. The extensive 
“ diffusion of judicious tracts, would 
‘‘ do infinite service to the Church, 
‘ by confirming the attachment of its 
‘friends, and by preparing multi- 
‘“‘ tudes for the reception of the dis- 
“ tinctive principles and peculiarities 
‘“‘ of our Church, and for entering in- 
* to its communion.” 

The Committee express an opin- 
ion on the character of the tracts 
published by religious tract societies 
in this country, in which we think 
the enlightened and reflecting part of 
the community will concur.—“ So 
“‘ far as we have the means of judg- 
“ ing, the selections are, for the most 
“part, injudicious. Many of them 
‘are extremely short, consisting of 
‘three or four small pages only. 
‘Some of them consist of narratives 
“and fictions, perhaps calculated to 
‘amuse children, and it may be to 
‘edify the pious ; but not to pursue 
‘error in its serpentine and evasive 
‘ windings, and to bring it out from 
“its concealment, stripped of iis dis- 
“ guise, or to rescue the deluded cap- 
‘tive from the entanglements of so-~ 
“ phistry and falsehood.” 

“ The second object of this Asso- 
“ciation is to provide for the ad- 
“ yancement of theological knowl- 
“‘ edge among the clergy and laity of 
“this district, and for the education 
“ of candidates for the ministry.”— 
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The Committee recommend the ac- 
complishment of this object, by the 
establishment of a permanent fund, 
the avails of which shall be at the 
disposal of the Society. We think 
their views on this subject perfectly 
just, and we extract with pleasure 
the paragraph in which they are ex- 
pressed, not without a hope that they 
mayhave theirweight on the members 
of the Connecticut Society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge. 
They recommend “ the collection of 
‘a fund which shall serve as a com- 
« mon and indissoluble link to con- 
« nect the Society, and to perpetuate 
“it so long as light and truth shall 
¢ be needed in any part of our coun- 
«try. An association depending en- 
« tirely on annual and casual collec- 
« tions, will be subject to all the fluc- 
«tuations of the currency, and in 
“times of great pressure, it may 
« cease its operations for the want of 
«funds. But with a permanent ca- 
‘ pital, the interest of which only is 
«¢to be applied to the ordinary ex- 
« penditures of the Society, it may 
« bid defiance to the revolutions of 
¢¢ commerce and trade, and may stea- 
« dily and regularly pursue its path 
« of usefulness to man, and of glory 
«to God, in the most adverse sea- 
«sons, and during periods of affilic- 
“tion, when its influence will be 
* most salutary. Even the indiffer- 
« ence of the members of the Institu- 
*‘ tion, to which all human societies 
* are exposed, will be less, and the 
* probability of their being constant- 
« ly excited to action, will be increa- 
sed, by the possession of a fund en- 
“ trusted to their hands for the most 
« important purposes.” 

We regret that we have not room 
to present the whole of this very able 
and important report to our readers. 
The Association, whose principles 
and claims it urges on Episcopalians 
in the western district, we earnestly 
hope may meet with that liberal and 
extensive patronage which it de- 
serves. 


Institutions of a similar nature 
throughout our country have been in 
general successful in their immediate 
objects, and blessed in their exer. 
tions. Comparatively little, howey.- 
er, has been done by the Connecticut 
Society for the Promotion of Chris. 
tian Knowledge. ‘To what obstacles 
this is to be attributed, we will not 
pretend to determine. But we may 
be allowed to express our solicitude, 
that more vigourous and general ex. 
ertions should be made by the friends 
of the Church in this State, to place 
at the disposal of the board of direct. 
ors, such funds as may enable them 
to accomplish the important purpo- 
ses of the Institution. There are 
many parts even of this state, where 
missionary exertions are absolutely 
required. Parishes are springing up, 
and small communities of Episcopa- 
lians are scattered in different parts 
of the state, which claim that foster- 
ing care, which it ought to be in the 
power of this Society to afford them. 


And it ought not to be disguised, that } 


many of our Churches in important 
sections of the state, must languish, 
and perhaps after the present gene: 
ration has passed away, become ex- 
tinct, if we cannot extend to them 
that aid which was designed in the 
formation of this Society. 


OBO... 
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On comparing the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, as adapted to theChurch 
of the United States, with the estab- 


lished formularies of the Church of 


England, two circumstances have al- 
ways appeared very remarkable— 
first, that the alterations adopted by 
the American Church are so few— 
and, last, that they are so judicious. 
—We have already seen that the 
Church in this country, after the dis- 
solution of the civil connection be- 
tween the two governments, was le!! 
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in a destitute, dispersed, and broken 
state; and it seems surprizing, that 
in collecting its scattered members— 
jn reorganizing its system—and in 
settling its local order, worship, and 
discipline, the rude hand of innova- 
tion was permitted to interfere so lit- 
tle in the work. The present Me- 
moirs, however, sufficiéntly explain 
the mystery, and strikingly exhibit 
the superintending care by which a 
kind Providence preserved entire, 
amid the turbulence of civil revolu- 
tions, that standard of faith and bond 
of Christian unity, the Liturgy of the 
Protestant Church. At the close of 
the revolutionary war, professed 
Churchmen were found, who, by in- 
judicious and unnecessary innova- 
tions, would willingly have marred 
the beauty and destroyed some of the 
essential characteristics of this admi- 
rable and truly scriptural and evan- 
gelical form of devotion. But to the 
watchful care of the English pre- 
lates, and the prudence and.unremit- 
ted exertions of the venerable author 
of the present work, and those who 
acted with him, may be ascribed, un- 
der God, the preservation of the 
Church from the evil consequences 
of any measure of this nature. It 
appears, after all, that some altera- 
tions were made, for which the Eng- 
lish prelates could discover no suffi- 
cient reason, and to which they felt 
inclined to object. And on the oth- 
er hand, the American Church might 
and would have carried the varia- 
tions somewhat farther, but for the 
fear of exciting unnecessary jealousy 
on the part of the mother Church.— 
The remarks and documents on this 
subject are highly interesting, and 
give a peculiar value to the work ; 
and more especially as no man, ex- 
cept the author, could have thrown 
so much light on this part of our 
church history. 

I cannot dismiss the present arti- 
cle, without calling the attention of 
the reader to a subject, which de- 
rives importance from the circum- 
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stance that the Methodists of this 
country are at the present time la- 
bouring to establish their claims to a 
legitimate Episcopacy. The follow- 
ing statement and correspondence, 
will clearly shew, in what light the 
early founders of Methodism in Ame- 
rica, viewed the schism into which 
they had inadvertently and reluctant- 
ly fallen :— 

“'To guard against misconstruc- 
tion, at some future time, of the cor- 
respondence between Dr. Coke and 
the author, he records it here. 

“In the spring of the year 1791, 
the author received from that gentle- 
man a letter, containing a plan of 
what he considered as an union of 
the Methodistical Society with the 
Episcopal Church. ‘The plan was, 
in substance, that all the Methodist 
ministers, at the time in connexion, 
were to receive episcopal ordination, 
as also those who should come for- 
wards in future within the connex- 
ion ; such ministers to remain under 
the government of the then superin- 
tendants and their successors. Dr. 
Coke’s motive to the proposed union, 
as stated in his letter, was an appre- 
hension entertained by him, that he 
had gone further in the separation 
than had been designed by Mr. Wes- 
ley, from whom he had received his 
commission. Mr. Wesley himself, 
he was sure, had gone further than 
he would have gone, if he had fore- 
seen some events which followed. 
The doctor was certain, that the 
same gentleman was sorry for the 
separation, and would use his influ- 
ence to the utmost, for the accom- 
plishment of a re union. Dr. Coke’s 
letter was answered by the author, 
with the reserve which seemed in- 
cumbent on one, who was incompe- 
tent to decide with effect on the pro- 
posal made. 

‘“‘ It happened that Dr. Coke, be- 
fore he received the answer to his 
letter, hearing of the decease of Mr. 
Wesley, the news of which reached 
America during the short interval be- 











1 


or 


tween the dates of the two letters, 
set off immediately from Baltimore 
for Philadelphia, to take his passage 
for England.—On reaching this ci- 
ty, and calling on Dr. Magaw, he 
was much disappointed on hearing 
of the early answer, lest it should fall 
into the hands of his colleague, Mr. 
Asbury. He visited the author, in 
company of Dr. Magaw; and in 
speaking of the above incident, said, 
that although he hoped Mr. Asbury 
would not open the letter, yet he 
might do so, on the supposition that 
it related to their joint concern. ‘The 
conversation was general; and no- 
thing passed, that gave any ground 
of expectation of a re-union, on the 
principle of consolidation ; or any 
other principle, than that of the con- 
tinuing of the Methodists as a distinct 
body “and self-governed. In short 
there were held out only the terms 
of the letter; in which there does 
not seem to be contemplated any 
change in the relation of the Episco- 
pal Church to that society, except 
the giving of them access to the epis- 
copal congregations, while there was 
sufficient security provided, to pre- 
vent the clergy of the latter from 
having access to congregations of the 
Methodists. At least it is here sup- 
posed, that these things would have 
been unavoidably the result. 

“ The author saw Dr. Coke twice 
after this ; once, by appointment at 
Dr. Magaw’s, where nothing materi- 
al passed ; and again, alone at the 
author’s house, where Dr. Coke read 
a letter which he had written to 
Bishop Seabury, similar to that which 
he had written to the author; but 
with the difference of his suggesting 
to Bishop Seabury as follows—That 
although the Methodists would have 
confidence in any engagement which 
should be made by the present bish- 
ops; yet there might in future be 
some, who, on the arrival of their in- 
ferior grades of preachers to a com- 
petency to the mini;try, would not 


2 Bishop While’s Memoirs of the Church. 





[ May; 


admit them as proposed in the letter 
—That to guard against the danger 
of this, there would be use in conse- 
crating Mr. Asbury to the Episcopa- 
cy —-And that although there would 
not be the same reasons in his (Dr. 
Coke’s) case, because he was a resi- 
dent of England; yet, as he should 
probably, while he lived, occasional- 
ly visit America ; it w ould not be fit, 
considering he was Mr. Asbury’s 
senior, that he should appear in a 
lower character than this gentleman 
These were, in substance, the senti- 
ments expressed; and on reading 
this part of the letter, he desired the 
author to take notice, that he did not 
make a condition of what he had 
there written. ‘There was no com- 
ment, and he proceeded. 

‘* In this conversation he said, that 
Mr. Asbury had opened his letter, but 
he had heard nothing from him on the 
subject. With this interview, all in- 
tercourse ended. Dr. Coke soon af- 
terwards embarked for England ; and 
was reported to have had an inter- 
view with Mr. Asbury somewhere 
down the river, on his journey to the 
ship. ‘The author avoided speaking 
on the subject, until the Convention 
in 1792; and then mentioned it on- 
ly to the Bishops; towards whom 
there was understood to be a lati- 
tude. It was evident from some cir- 
cumstances which passed in conver- 
sation with Dr. Coke, that there was 
a degree of jealousy, if not of misun- 
derstanding, between him and Mr. 
Asbury. Whether this had any influ- 
ence in the enterprize of the former ; 
or he perceived advantage likely to 
arise to him, under the state of things 
which would take place in England 
on the decease of Mr. Wesley ; are 
questions, on which there is no judg- 
ment here formed. ‘The determina- 
tion was adopted, not to hinder any 
good which might possibly accrue 
hereafter ; although it was perceived. 
that this could not be on the term: 


proposed.” —(p, 21!1--214. 
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Copy of the letter ef Dr. Coke, and the au- 
thor’s answer. 
RIGHT RFYV. SIR, 

Permit me to intrude a little on 
your time upon a subject of great 
importance. 

You, I believe, are conscious that 
I was brought up in the Church of 
England, and have been ordained a 
Presbyter of that Church. For ma- 
ny years I was prejudiced, even I 
think to bigotry, in favour of it : but 
through a variety of causes or inci- 
dents, to mention which would be te- 
dious and useless, my mind was ex- 
ceedingly biassed on thie other side 
of the question. In consequence of 
this, I am not sure but I went far- 
ther in the separation of our Church 
in America, than Mr. Wesley, from 
whom I had received my commis- 
sion, did intend. He did indeed sol- 
emnly invest me, as far as he had a 
right so to do, with Episcopal au- 
thority, but did not intend, I think, 
that an entire separation should take 
place. He, being pressed by our 
friends on this side of the water for 
ministers to administer the sacra- 
ments to them, (there being very few 
clergy of the Church of England then 
in the States,) went farther, I am 
sure, than he would have gone, if he 
had foreseen some events which fol- 
lowed. And this I am certain of— 
that he is now sorry for the separa- 
tion. 

But what can be done for a re-un- 
ion, which I much wish for; and to 
accomplish which Mr. Wesley, I 
have no doubt, would use his influ- 
ence to the utmost ? The affection of 
a very considerable number of the 
preachers, and most of the people, is 
very strong towards him, notwith- 
standing the excessive ill usage he 
received from a few. My interest 
also is not small; and both his and 
mine sould readilyand to the utmost 
he used to accomplish that (to us) 
very desirable object ; if a readiness 
were shown by the Bishops of the 
Vor. tT. No. V. 20 
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Protestant Episcopal Church to re- 
unite. 

It is even fo your Church an ob- 
ject of great importance. We have 
now above 60,000 adults in our so- 
ciety in these States, and about 250 
travelling ministers and preachers ; 
besides a great number of local 
preachers, very far exceeding the 
number of travelling preachers ; and 
some of those loca] preachers are 
men of very considerable abilities. 
But if we number the Methodists as 
most people number the members of 
their Church, viz. by the families 
which constantly attend the divine 
ordinances in their places of worship, 
they will make a larger body than 
you probebly conceive. The socie- 
ty, I believe, may be safely multipli- 
ed by five on an average to give us 
one stated congregation ; which will 
then amount to 300,000. And if 
the calculation which, I think, some 
eminent writers have made, be just, 
that three fifths of mankind are un- 
adult (if I may use the expression,) 
at any given period, it will follow 
that all the families, the adults of 
which form our congregations in 
these States, amount to 750,000. 
About one fifth of these are blacks. 

The work now extends in length 
from Boston to the south of Georgia ; 
and in breadth from the Atlantic to 
Lake Champlain, Vermont, Albany, 
Redstone, Holstein, Kentucky, Cum- 
berland, &c. 

But there are many hindrances in 
the way. Can they be removed P 

}. Our ordained ministers will 
not, ought not, to give up their right 
of administering the Sacraments. 1 
don’t think that the generality of 
them, perhaps none of them, would 
refuse to submit to a re-ordination, if 
other hindrances were removed out 
of the way. .I must here observe 


that between 60 and 70 only out of 
two hundred and fifty, have been or- 
dained Presbyters,and about 60 dea- 
cons (only.) The Presbyters are the 
choicest of the whole. 
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2. The other preachers would 
hardly submit to a re-union, if the 
possibility of their rising up to ordi- 
nation depended on the present bish- 
ops in America. Beeause, though 
they are all, I think I may say, zeal- 
ous, pious, and very useful men, yet 
they are not acquainted with the 
learned languages. Besides, they 
would argue,—If the present bishops 
would waive the article of the learn- 
ed languages, yet their successors 
might not. 

My desire of a re-mmioa is so sin- 
cere and earnest, that these difficul- 
ties almost make me tremble ; and 
yet something must be done before 
the death of Mr. Wesley, otherwise 
I shall despair of success; for though 
my influence among the Methodists 
in these States, as weil as in Europe, 
is, I doubt not, increasing, yet Mr. 
Asbury, whose influence is very cap- 
ital, will not easily comply ; nay, I 
know he will be exceedingly averse 
to it. 

In Europe, where some steps have 
been taken, tending to a separation, 
all is atan end. Mr. Wesley is a 
determined enemy to it, and [ have 
lately borne an open and successful 
testimony against it. 

Shall I be favoured with a private 
interview with you in Philadelphia ? 
I shall be there, God willing, on 
Tuesday, the i7th of May. If this 
be agreeable, Ill beg of you just’ to 
signify it in a note directed to me, at 
Mr. Jacob Baker’s, merchant, Mar- 
ket-street, Philadelphia; or, if you 
please, by a few lines sent me by the 
return of the post, at Philip Rogers’s, 
Esq. in Baltimore, from yourself or 
Dr. Magaw, and "L will’ wait upon 
you with my friend Dr. Magaw.— 
We can then enlarge on these sub- 
jects. 

I am conscious of it, that secrecy 
is of great importance in the present 
state of the business, till the minds of 
you, your brother Bishops, and Mr. 
Wesley, be circumstantia!ly known. 
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I must therefore beg that these things 
be confined to yourself and Dr. Ma- 
gaw, till I have the honour of seeing 
you. 

‘Thus, you see, I have made a bold 
venture on your honour and candour, 
and fave opened my whole heart to 
you on the subject as far as the ex- 
tent of a small letter will allow me. 
If you put equal confidence in me, 
you will find me candid and faith- 
fal. 

I have, notwithstanding, been guil- 
ty of inadvertencies. Very lately I 
found myself obliged (for the pacify- 
ing of my conscience) to write a pen- 
itential letter to the Rev. Mr. Jarratt, 
which gave him great satisfaction ; 
and for t''e same reason I mast write 
another to the Rev. Mr. Pettigrew. 
When I was last in America, I pre- 
pared and corrected a great variety 
of things for our magazines, indeed 
almost every thing that was printed, 
except some loose hints which I had 
taken of one of my journeys, and 
which I left in my hurry with Mr. 
Asbury, without any correction, en- 
treating that no part of them might 
be printed which would be i improper 
or offensive. But through great in- 
advertency (I suppose) he suffered 


some reflections on the character of 


the two above-mentioned gentlemen 
to be inserted in the Magazine, for 
which I am very sorry ; and proba- 
bly shall not rest tili f have made 
my acknowledgment more public ; 
though Mr. Jarratt does not desir 
it. 

[ am not sure whether I have not 
also offended you, Sir, by accepting 
of one of the offers made me by’ you 
and Dr. Magaw, of the use of your 
churches, about six years ago, on my 
first visit to Philadelphia, without in- 
forming you of our plan of separatiot 
from the Church of England. If } 
did offend, (as I,doubt I did, espe- 
cially from you said on the subje ct to 
Mr. Richard Dellam, of Abington,} 
I sincerely beg yours and Dr. Mo 
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gaw’s pardon. Til endeavour to a- 
mend. But, alas! [ama frail, weak 
creature. 

I will intrude no longer at present. 
One thing only I will claim from 
your candour—that if you have uo 
thoughts of improving this proposal, 
you will burn this letter, and take no 
more notice of it (for it would be a 
pity to have us entirely alienated 
from each other, if we cannot unite 
in the manner my ardent wishes de- 
sire.) But if you will further nego- 
tiate the business, I will explain my 
iny mind still more fully to you on 
the probahilities of success. 

In the mean time permit me, with 
great respect, to subscribe myself, 

Right Rev. Sir, 

Your very humble servant in Christ, 

THOMAS COKE. 
Richmond, April 24, 1791. 
The Right Rev. Father in God, 
Bishop Waive. ¢ 

ANSWER. 

REY. SIR, 

My friend, Dr. Magaw, has this 
day put into my hands, your letter 
of the 24th of April, which, I trust, 
I received with a sense of the impor- 
tance of the subject, and of the an- 
swer I am to give to God, for the 
improvement of every opportunity 
of building up his Church. Accor- 


dingly, I cannot but make choice of 


the earlies: of the two ways you 
point out to inform you, that I shall 


be very happy in the opportunity of 


conversing with you at the time pro- 
posed. 

You mention two difficulties in 
the way of the proposed union. And, 
there are further difficulties which 
suggest themselves to my mind. But 
I can say of one and of the other, 
that I do not think them insuperable, 
provided there be a conciliatory dis- 
position on both sides. So far as I 
am concerned, I think that such a 
disposition exists. 

It has not been my temper, Sir, to 
despond in regard to the extension 
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of Christianity in this new world : 
And in addition to the promises of 
the great Head of the Church, I have 
always imagined that I perceived the 
train of second causes so laid by the 
good Providence of God, as to be 
promoting what we believe to be his 
will in this respect. On the other 
hand, I feel the weight of most pow- 
erful discouragements, in the increa- 
sing number of the avowed patrons 
of infidelity, and of others, who pre- 
tend to confess the divine authority 
of our holy religion, while they en- 
deavour to strip it of its characteris- 
tic doctrines. In this situation, it is 
rather to be expected, that distinct 
Churches, agreeing in fundamentals, 
should make mutual sacrifices for a 
union, than that any church should 
divide into two bodies, without a dif- 
ference being even alleged to exist, 
in any leading point. For the pre- 
venting of this, the measures which 
you may propose cannot fail of suc- 
cess, unless there be on one side, or 
on both, a most lamentable deficien- 
cy of christian temper. 

I remember the conversation you 
allude to with Mr. Dellam : I hope I 
did not express myself uncharitably, 
or even indelicately. As to personal 
ofience towards me, it is out of the 
question : for I had not at that time 
any connection with St. Paul’s 
Church. But this, as well as the 
other parts of your letter, may be dis- 
coursed of at the proposed interview. 
Therefore, with assurance of the de- 
sired secrecy, and with requesting 
you to accept a like promise of can- 
dour to that which I credit from you, 
I conclude myself at present, 

Your brother in Christ, 
And yery humble servant, 
W. W. 


[The author states in a note, the cau- 
ses which led to a disclosure of this 
correspondence. It is sufficient to 
say, that they were such, that there 
was no improper violation of the 
pledge of secrecy. | 
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Extracl fram Jay on Prayer. 


“ Tarre is a great difference be- 
tween addressing men, and addres- 
sing God. The least artificial mode 
of uttering our thoughts in prayer, is 
the best. Prayer admits of no bril- 
liances ; every studied ornament it 
rejects with disdain. He who feels 
interested in prayer, will forget all 
critical and elaborate phraseology. 
And it is an infelicity to be deplored, 
rather than an excellency to be ad- 
mired, when ingenuity of thought, or 
surprizingness of expression, catches 
and keeps off the attention from de- 
votion. There are young. divines, 
who not only err in preaching—by 
substituting finery for elegance, and 
the affectation of art, for the elo- 
quence of feeling ; but in their devo- 
tional exercises too,—showing off 
their tawdriness, even in the pres- 
ence of God, and praying in a strain- 
ed, inflated style, unintelligible to the 
ignorant, lamented by the pious, and 
contemned by the wise. ‘The great- 
est men have always been distinguish- 
ed by the plainness and stunplicity of 
their devotional language. What a 
difference is there between the other 
compositions of Johuson, and_ his 
prayers! No hard word, no elabo- 
rate sentence, no classical, no meta- 
phorical allusion,is to be found in any 
of the few forms of devotion which 
he has left us. The same excellency 
pervades the Lilurgy. And _ it is 
worthy of remark, that in no prayer 
recorded in the Bible, is any figure 
employed, unless as familiar as the 
literal expression.” 


—»8Qe---- 
Theological Seminar y. 


Nortu-Caronina.—It is but a 
few years since the Church in this 
State arose from her ashes. De- 
pressed, and almost extinguished, 
here as well as in the rest of the 
soutliern states, by the events of the 
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revolution, it is only four years since 
North-Carolina was erected into a 
separate diocess. It must then at- 
ford singular satisfaction to the 
friends of the Church to learn, thai 
this diocess has taken the lead in the 
endowment of the Theological Semi- 
nary established by the General Con- 
vention. Shortly after the removal 
of the Institution to New-Haven, 
some of the friends of the Church in 
this diocess set about the establish- 
ment of a “ North Carolina Profes- 
sorship,” and for this purpose they 
proposed to raise a fund of 25,000 
dollars. A report from one of the 
principal agents encloses a subscrip- 
tion list amounting to 8202 dollars, 
aud he supposes that other subscrip- 
tions, of which he had not received 
returns, would raise the amount ac- 
tually subscribed to 10,000 dollars. 
The agent expresses his confidence 
that the full sum required ta endow 
the Professorship will be obtained, 
and he bears his testimony to the 
kindness and liberality with which 
he has heen received in all those 
parts of the diocess which he has had 
the opportunity of visiting.—'The 
good spirit which is thus manifested 
in this State, seems ta be a counter- 
part. of that spirit which prevails in 
her sister Carolina; which was the 
first diocess to propose the founding 
of the Institution, and stood foremos: 
in her early patronage of it. 
LIBERALITY OF THE CLERGy.—I' 
will be gratifying to our readers to 
learn that the Episcopal Clergy take 
a very general and lively interest in 
the establishment of the Theologica! 
Seminary. In almost every part of 
the Union, we find them extend'ng 
to it their countenance and cordial 
support; and the subscription lists 
evince that it is not a mere emp- 
ty profession. In many instances 
ces they have manifested a liberality 
which their circumstances would not 
lave warranted for any object of mi- 
nor importance, and which has be- 
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come a useful example to their more 
wealthy parishioners.— We are ena- 
bled to annex a list of some of their 
larger benefactions. 

One of 1,500 dollars. 

One of 1,000 dollars. 

One of 400 dollars. 

Two of 300 dollars. 

‘Three of 250 dollars. 

Four of 200 doilars. 

Two of 100 dollars. 

Thus making an aggregate of 
«bout five thousand dollars from four- 
teen individuals. It is known that 
several others intend making liberal 
subscriptions. We trust that such 
an example, while it is honourable to 
themselves, will not be lost upon the 
wealthy Laity of our Church. 

Mr. Suerrev’s Brquest.—The 
late Mr. Jacob Sherred, of New- 
York, has left a very munificent be- 
quest for the advancement of theolo- 
gical education in the Episcopal 
Church. After disposing of certain 
legacies out of his estate, he directs 
ihe residue of it to be sold by his ex- 
ecutors, and vested in productive 
funds, *“ until there shall be estab- 
lished, within the State of New-York, 
under the authority of the General 
Convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States of 
America, or of the Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
State of New-York, a College, Acad- 
emy, School, or Seminary, for the 
education of young men designed for 
Holy Orders in the Protestant Epis- 
copal Chureh in the United States of 
America ;” when the same is to be 
paid over to the Trustees or Treas- 
erer of such Institution. 


—~@Be-.- 


Report of the General Convention, 


ON THE STATE OF THE CHORCH, 
NEW-YORK— Continued. ) 
Since the last General Convention, 


this diocess has been deprived by 
death, of the Rev. Henry Moscrop, 
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the Rev. John Bowden, D. D., the 
Rev. William H. Northrop, deacon, 
the Rev. Theodosius Bartow, and 
the Rev. Barzillai Bulkley. But a 
still more afflicting source of the di- 
minvtion of its clergy, has been found 
in the painful necessity of exercising 
ecclesiastical discipline, by the sus- 
pension from the ministry of the Rev. 
Timothy Clowes, and the Rev. Na- 
than Felch ; and the degradation of 
Thomas Y. How, previously sus- 
pended under the 2d canon of the 
General Convention of 1817. 

There have been duly organized 
in this diocess, and received into un- 
ion with its Convention, St. Paul’s 
Church, Redhook, Dutchess county; 
St. John’s Church, Monticello, Sui- 
livan county; St. Paul’s Church, Buf- 
falo, Niagara county ; St. Thomas’s 
Church, Mamaroneck, Westchester 
county; St. Paul’s Church, Ticon- 
deroga, Essex county ; St.Thomas’s 
Church, New-Windsor, Orange coun- 
ty 3 Zion Church, Sandyhill, Wash- 
ington county ; St. Paul’s Church, 
Turin, Lewis connty ; St. Michael’s 
Church, Genessee, Ontario county ; 
Zion Church, New-York, (the for- 
mer corporation of this name having, 
upon the destruction of their house 
of worship, been legally dissolved ;) 
Grace Church, Norway, Herkimer 
county; Christ Church, North. 
Hampstead, Queen’s county ; ; St 
John’s Church, Delhi, Delaware 
county; St. Paul’s Church, Water- 
loo, Seneca county ; and St. Peter’s 
Church, Verona, Oneida county.— 
Total 15. 

The following Churches have been 
consecrated by the Bishop :—St. 
Paul’s Church, Windham, Greene 
county; Christ Church, Ballston- 
Spa, Saratoga county; St. Paul’s 
Church, Turin, Lewis county ; St. 
Paul’s Church, Waddington, St. Law- 
rence county; Zion Church, Onan- 
daga West-hill, Onandaga county ; 
St. Paul’s Church, Richmond, Onta- 
rio county ; Zion Church, New-York 
(rebuilt after destruction by fire ;) 
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ChristChurch, Binghampton, Broome 
county; Zion Church, Butternuts, 
Otsego county ; St. Paul’s Church, 
Redhook, Dutchess county ; St. Phil- 
ip’s Church, New-York, (erected for 
the accommodation of the coloured 
members of the church in that city ;) 
St. Peter’s Church, Oneida castle, 
Oneida county, (the congregation of 
which is composed of Indians, and 
in which there is used a translation 
of our liturgy in the Mohawk Jan- 
guage ;) St. Peter’s Church, Water- 
ville, Delaware county ; St. Paul’s 
Church, Paris, Oneida county ; and 
St. George’s Church, Newburgh, Or- 
ange county.—Total 15. 

The reports of the missionaries 
and parochial clergy, published in 
journals of the last three Conven- 
tions, furnish an aggregate of four 
thousand six hundred and eighty- 
nine baptisms, of which four hundred 
and nine are specified as cases of 
adults, and eighty-seven of Indians. 
The aggregate number of confirma- 
tions is not given in the journals of 
1817 and 1818. In 1819, the Bish- 
op reported one thousand four hun- 
dred and seventy-four. In that and 
the previous year, he confirmed one 
hundred and forty-five Indians. The 
number of communicants reported 
at the last Convention, is four thou- 
sand two hundred and thirty-five. 

No small share of the prosperity 
of this diocess is to be asbribed to 
missionary services. ‘The number of 
labourers at the present time enga- 
ged in them, is fifteen. The pecu- 
liar situation of the immense portion 
of the diocess, formed by the west- 
ern district of the State, renders these 
services indispensable, and should 
excite our brethren in New-York to 
increasing exertions in their support ; 
while the similarity of cases between 
that section of their State and the 
new States and territories of our Un- 
ion, should command for these servi- 
ces, as intimately connected with the 
duty of extending missionary labours 
to the latter, the approbation of the 
Church generally. 


Slate of the Church. 
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It is proper that we here notice 
the efforts made by our brethren of 
this diocess, for the religious instruc- 
tion of the Indians, within the bor- 
ders of their State. The Oneida 
tribe have now a handsome and com- 
modious church, and are stil] enjoy- 
ing the faithful services of their licen- 
sed catechist and lay-reader, Mr. 
Eleazar Williams, who is himself of 
Indian extraction, and a candidate for 
holy orders. He leads their devo- 
tion in their church, by the use of a 
translation of our liturgy into the Mo- 
hawk language ; in which they join 
with every appearance of devout at- 
tention, and with the full effect of 
proper participation. A young In- 
dian of the Onandaga tribe, son of a 
chief, who was killed in the service 
of the United States, during the last 
war, is now making suitable prepara- 
tion for devoting ardent piety, great 
zeal, and natural talents of a most 
respectable order, to the work of the 
ministry among his countrymen. 


The congregations of this diocess 
receive frequent visits from the bish- 
op. The clergy are generally dis- 
tinguished for consientious observ- 
ance of the canons and rubrics of the 
church. The laity, in conjunction 
with their pastors, have formed nu- 
merous associations for distributing 
the Holy Bible, the book of Common 
Prayer, and other approved religious 
books and tracts; for aiding the ec- 
clesiastical authority in the support 
of missionaries ; and for the interest- 
ing and inestimable charity of Sunday 
school instruction. ' 


Upon the whole, we have reason 
to be thankful for the continuance of 
the divine blessing to this portion of 
our Zion, and to hope that it proves, 
in some good degree, instrumental 
in that promotion ofthe glory of God, 
of the interests of evangelical piety, 
and of the eternal welfare of the hu- 
man race, for which the church 0! 
God was established. 

(To be Continued. ) 
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ORDINATION. 

On Sunday, the 29th, of April, 
the Rev. Banpstey NortTuruP, was 
admitted to the holy order of Deacons, 
by the Rt. Rev. T. C. Brownell. 
The ordination was held in the 
church in New-Haven. 





OBITUARY. 

Died, at New-York, April, 6th, 
1621, the Reverend Wiuuiam Smita, 
D. D.in the 69th year of his age. 
Dr. Smita was born in Scotland, and 
educated in the college at Aberdeen, 
which he left with the reputation of 
being an excellent classical scholar— 
a reputation which he sustained 
through life. He was ordained in 
his native country, and came over to 
America in 1785. Soon after his 
arrival in the United States, he took 
charge of the church in Stepney Par- 
ish, in the state of Maryland. After 
remaining in this parish several years, 
he removed to Newport, Rhode- 
Island, and was made rector of the 
church in that place; from thence 
he removed to Norwalk, in Con- 
necticut, and took charge of St. 
Paul’s Church, in which he officiated 
some years. He then relinquished 
this parish and removed to New- 
York, where he taught a grammar 
school; in which he distinguished 
himself as an able teacher. When 
Dr. Bowpen was called from the 
office of Principal of the Episcopal 
Academy at Cheshire, to a profes- 
sorship in Columbia College, he was 
elected by the Trustees of the former 
institution to be his successor. After 
continuing at the head of this institu- 
tion several years, he resigned his 
situation, and returned to New-York 
in 1806. The remainder of his day’ 
were passed between New- York and 
Connecticut. During the last years 
of his life, he preached only occasion- 
ally, and had no permanent care. 
His time was passed chiefly in wri- 
ting on Theological subjects. He 
compiled and published a book of 
Chants, which did credit to his skill 
in the science of sacred music. He 
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also published a work of considera- 
ble size, in the form of dissertations 
on primitive psalmody, the main de- 
sign of which was to prove the im- 
propriety of singing metre psalms in 
the worship of God, and to introduce 
the ancient practice of chanting. 
He was also the author of a series of 
letters on the Christian ministry, ad- 
dressed to the Rev. Dr. Buatcurorp, 
besides several sermons and tracts on 
various subjects. Dr. Smrra was a 
man of various and extensive learn- 
ing ; but the study of Theology was 
his principal delight, in which his 
attainments were surpassed by very 
few. He was intimately acquaint- 
ed with Ecclesiastical history in its 
various branches, and well versed in 
polemical Theology. His memory 
was remarkably capacious and re- 
tentive, and his understanding quick 
and clear. He would call up at will 
the various treasures of his memory, 
and was ready on all occasions, to 
give a full, and lucid answer to any 
question in the line of his profession, 
however difficult. His colloquial 
powers were very great, and he was 
gifted with surprizing rapidity of 
thought, and felicity of expression. 
He was agreeable as a companion, 
and gentlemanlike in his deportment. 
As a preacher, though he had a con- 
siderable foreign accent, he was al- 
ways interesting and instructive, and 
often eloquent. His constitution was 
always infirm, on which account he 
was subjected to much pain through 
life, and as a public character, to 
many inconveniences. In the latter 
years of his life, his infirmities con- 
stantly increased, until they termina- 
ted his earthly existence. His trials 
and sufferings through life were great 
and varied, but he endured them 
with christian fortitude, submission 
and cheerfulness.—He has gone, we 
trust, to a world, where sorrow and 
suffering are unknown. He met the 
approach of death with composure, 
and hailed the blessed day, when he 


should be released from this vale of 
P.’S. 


tears. 
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POETRY. 


We have in our possession a few Manuscript Poems of the late Rev. Jampet 
W. Eastsunn, which we propose to insert as often as we have room. 
They will be known from the other poetical essays, by having the initials 
of the author’s name annexed to them. 


DEATH. 


Hiex on thy throne of midnight glocin 

Thou rul’st, dark monarch of the tomb, 
In grisly terrors drest ; 

Thy realms no lovely verdure shed, 

Nor floweret rears its beauteous head 
Upon their barren breast. 


Yet, tho’ so dark and stern art thou, 

There’s peace upon that bony brow, 
And in that place of gloom, 

With thee the mourning one has rest, 

And peace gives quiet to the breast, 
The quiet of the tomb. 


Have atheists dared to mock thy throne > 

Their panting sigh, their dying moan 
Have whisper’d of thy reign ; 

No dreamless, everlasting sleep, 

Thy mournful eyes shall ever keep— 
To such as thee disdain. 


Stern executioner of all, 
How nature shudders at thy call, 
Regardless of her pray’r ! 
And life’s sad, trembling, quiv’ring spark 
Beams faintly as thine arrows dark 
Are heard along the air! 


The Christian only can survey 

The close of life’s disastrous day, 
Without a pang, or fear ; 

To him thou art the harbinger 

Of scenes far brighter, lovelier, 
Beyond this sinful sphere. 


With joy he sees thy form arise, 
And ope the portals of the skies, 
That shine in endless bleom. 
There are thy powers forever vain, 
Those gates the limit of thy reign, 
And far beyond thy gloom. 
NoOvEMEBER, 24, 1816. 
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